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The Program

For over thirtgﬂcive years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered inte”ectua”3~
cnallenging, emotiona”3~engaging, cu]tura”ywesponsive, cultura”y~sustaining instruction in the classroom
with holistic, high~impact Practices of mentoring, community~building, service~learning, and aclvocacg to
address the social and academic needs of students as well as the critical caPacit3~builcling needs of local
Asian American communities. The Program offers the most Asian American Studies courses, Facu]tg, and
communitg linkages of any universitg in New Englancl. The Program's alumni include teachers, social
workers, health care Provic{ers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American communit9
organizations. By grouncling our curriculum, teaching, and appliecl research in the realities of local Asian
American communities and bg resPecting the knowleclge and bi]ingual/bicu]tura] skills that many UMass
Boston students bring to the c]assroomj the AsAmSt Program creates Powencul ]earning environments for
all students to gain critical unclerstanclings about the historical experiences, voices, contemPorary issues,
and contributions of diverse Asian Populations inthe U.5. Graduate students from any area who have
Asian American Studies interests can serve as teaching/ research assistants, mentors to undergraduates,
and sPecial Project developers for the Program. AANAPISI students from Bunker Hill Community Co”ege
and those from Partnering Pre»co”egiate and communitg 9out}1 programs are encouragec{ to access
AsAmSt’s learning oPPortunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni ParticiPate in
our activities in many short- and long~term ways. Since 2010, UMass Boston has been the onlg AANAPISI
research university in New England clesignatecl and funded each year bg the U.S. Dept. of Education.



Cc[cbrating our 2024--2025 Graduates in Asian American Studies
Hearty congratulations to eight students from 2024-2025 who have complctccl at least six courses that

satisﬁj our AsAmSt Program~oxc~stuclg rcquircmcnts: Bcnjamin Chen (& 75 4%), Ragmond Hang, Naomi
Katrina Martinez Layon, Lilg Tran, Thomas Duong Quan Tran, MgLin Tran Le, A”gson Tse, and Maglcc
You. Theg are the newest of 170 students who have graduated with AsAmSt concentrations since 2000.

Dozens of other UMB students are also graduating with at least one AsAmSt course on their transcripts.
Our oﬂccring of 10-12 courses each semester for all stuclcnts, rcgarc”css of backgrouncl Proxcile or major,
is a genuine contribution to the Public goocl which most students lack at other schools in New England.
SuPPort from our dedicated stuclents, xcaculty, staFF, alumni, community Par’mcrs, clonors, and AANAPIS]
allies inclucling IAAS, AARO, and SGISD/CEHD, has been vital, once again, this year.

Asscrting Core Capacitg as the Community’s Univcrsity
e — —

As chaos has cascaded nationa”g in 2025, our maPPing of core AsAmSt assets reveals domains of modest

but mcaningxcu! control amidst relational conditions of real uncertainty. We have ?crociouslg cl'lampionccl
UMB’s AANAPIS| status and clircctly co~gencratccl $IOM in US Dok grant funds since 2010 while adding
substantivelg to research in education and Asian American Studies from our grouncling as an urban Public
R1 AANAPIS]. But1h years before Congress had even created the AANAPISI clesignation, we had alrcady
clcarlg asserted our institutional iclcntit9 as “the communitg’s university”. Thus, when the Association for

Asian American Studies conference came to Boston in April, we gathered ourselves together across

generations to remind the national field of our PowerFul People and Purposemcul Praxis at UMDB.

T




Program~oi:~5tud3 in Asian American Studies

Berjamin Chen (475 48)

lama seconcl»generation Chinese American graduating witha Program~01c~stucly in Asian American
Studies, a major in Pi‘iiiosophy and a minor in Psgchologg. Coming froma cultura”g traditional and humble
backgrouncl of reicugees and immigrants, restaurant or hos[:)itality workers and business owners, | am
gratemcul to have been brought up in an environment of suPPort
and humiiitg. Being one of the few Asian families in my Quincy
neighborhood, we were surrounded by neighbors who were
Frienc”g and caring, who respechcuny lcept to themselves but
were Preparecl tolend a heiping hand in times of need. Due to a
mentality of selic~su1CFiciencg as well as ianguage barriers, my
parents never sought helP from others. Beiieving in honest|9~
earned money saved up over time, my Famiig had a restaurant
where we were able to make meaningFul connections with our
local regulars. Mg Parents were not strict when it came to
gracles, but their Phiiosophy assumed that with better education
comes better oPPortunities. Growing up, my interests focused
more on historg than STEM fields, but my parents still tried hard
to support and understand me. Tneg shielded my sisters and me
from certain issues and Provided for us to the best of their
abilities. Having to work iong, tiring hours, their goais were to
ensure that we are able to focus on our studies to someda9

have better career oPPortunities in hoPes that we will notjust

live comicortablg, but also take care of them in return.

My first course in Asian American Studies was Dr. Peter Kiang's AsAmSt 2231 Asians in the U.S. in Fall
2022. I had stumbled upon it !:)3 chance to fulfill my gen ed humanities requirement. Peter’s ”mean/h‘gof
names” assignment is the first prompt to ever rea”g cha”enge me to think about not just wiﬁy | was named
Benjamin or BRI, but what icientitg means to me and how my sense of icientity is cieveloping. I found
mgselic sPencling time with peers from the Program and within the welcoming environments of the AsAmSt
oxCFice, eager to learn more. I knew earlg on that I would pursue more AsAmSt courses. Througi'i Tuesclay
Storg Salons and the final exhibition by Professor Shirleg Tang's AsAmSt 98 APPIiecl Research course
of Fall 2022, 1 learned about many efforts to raise awareness regarcling the escalations of anti-Asian hate
and local instances of violence ciuring the COVID-I 9 Panciemic. These lessons also included the broader
history of anti-Asian discrimination clating back to the late 1800s. | felt the ironies of Asian/Asian
American ciiasPoric exPeriences resuiting fromu.s. imperialism which clisplacecl many as reicugees and
migrants who came to the States, on]g to be discriminated against by the Peopie who supported conflicts
that dispiacecl them their homes. As Dr. lan Sarjag Patel simiiar[g states about the British Empire, “we are



here because you were there. ”Mang eg&opening lessons in Asian American Studies solidified my

dedication to further expand my unclcrstancling.

My time at UMass Boston and espccia”y within the Asian American Studies Program has signiticantlg
shifted my Pcrspcctives onlife and my sense of purpose. anough the AsAmSt 294~ Resources for
Vietnamese American Studies course, | connected with the local Vietnamese community and have since
dedicated a lot of effort to volunteer at events like the annual Boston Little Saigon Night Markets and the
Tét in Boston Lunar New Year Festivals. These memorable experiences of working alongsicle others
Planningand ]'iosting events where communities can come togethcr cultura”y rea”g opcncd my eyes to the
ower of collective engagement. These exPeriences opened me up to a sense of community. Learning
about the cliasPoric cxperiences of many of our local communities and recognizing, how we as minorities
are margina]ized bg systems of oPPression, | aim to continue my efforts in tostering cultural awareness,
uP[ii(ting and emPowering the diverse aspects of arts and heritage, and contributing to the creation of
meaningtul initiatives and Piattorms where voices can be heard and valued. Ttiroughout this work, 1 will
remain mindful of the historical contexts of our communities, ensuring that aPProPriate boundaries are
rcsPected. As | wind down my undergracluate studies, I now work as the Tour Manager Intern for the
Asian Communitg Devclopment CorPoration (ACDC)’s Chinatown Tours Program. In this role, | raise
awareness for ACDC’s Placekeeping efforts in Chinatown, covering aspects of cleve]opment from ear]g

Chinese settlement to Present~clag cha”enges of displacement in Boston.

Ragmond Hang

Hegl 'ma tirst~gcn co”ege student, majoring in Psgchologg and minoring in Asian American Studies. My
parents immigratecl here from China and Hong Kong, and | grew up in Boston sPeaking F:nglisn,
Cantonese, and a little Mandarin. Even though Pm still in school, ’'m obsessed with travcling and trying all
kinds of Asian foods (seriousiy, hit me up for recommendations). Pcrsona”yl I like to goout and travel
around Boston looking for new restaurants that |, my friends, or my tami]y might like, so itgou want a few

recommendations from a foodie, let me know!

Honcstlg, I first signecl up for Asian American Studicsjust to take classes with my friends, but it ended up
being way more meaningtu! than | expectecl. There was this one assignment in Professor Peter Kiang's
Asians in the US class where we had to interview our parents about the story behind our names and about
cultural traditions like the Harvest Moon Festival. | ended up aslcing my parents stuff 'd never thougl'it to
ask before, like what their lives were like growing up in China and Hong Kong, or whg ttieg chose my name.
It hit me then that 'd never rea”y talked to them about their own stories or the crazy sacrifices ttieg made
togive me a better life here. Asian American Studies kind of tliPPccl a switch in how | see my tamily and
tl'icirjourneg. Adclitiona”y, it helped me establish a connection between my cultural identitg and the
concepts I'm studying in Psgchologg, which is quite nice.



Moving forward, I want to blend my Psgchologg backgrouncl with the insights 've gainccl from Asian
American Studies. As a possiblc future mental health ProFessiona], I want to address the stigma
surrounclingthcrapg in many Asian communities and advocate for cultura”g responsive care. My minor
taught me to listen clccply to stories, whether
in Familg interviews or communitg histories, and
this skill will be vital in building trust with clients
whose expcriences mirror my parents’. Beyond
my career, | Plan to stay engagccl with Asian
American advocacg bg volunteering or
suPPorting local community groups in Boston
or mentoring, First~gcn students. Wherever | £0,
Pll carry forward the lessons of AsAmSt: that
unclerstanding our roots isn’tjust about the

Past but also very much about shaPing more

bright uPcoming futures.

Naomi Katrina Martinez Lagon

lama second~gcncration Filipino American student born and raised within Middlesex County, MA. | have
always moved around this Preclominantlg white regjon, and I have never rca”g had a solid Footing whether
at home, within my education, or within mgsehc. I am the youngest of two and I'll be the second in my
immediate xcamilg to earn a bachelor's degrcc, but 'm the first who is able to complctc their co”ege

education within four years without any clisruptions.

I transferred to UMass Boston as a third year during Fall 2023. with the help of the Asian American
Resource Office (AARO), I was first introduced to the Asian American Studies Program and took my first
ASAMST class, Asian American Psychologg with Dr. Andrew Choi. In SPring 2024, 1 took Southeast
Asians in the US from Dr. Shirleg Tang with Nia Duong and Ammany Ty, and trulg found my spark within
the Program. | learned how I could support my communitg, how to rediscover and reclaim my Fi]ipino

American identitg, and growas a future leader.

In Fall 2024, 1 took ASAMST 397, Applicd Research in Asian American Studies andjoined the ASAMST
Digita] Storg Tc”ing (DST) team. Here, I was able tolead and suPPort a group of students to identhcg
Filipino student needs and present their exPeriences and PcrsPectives through a Story Salon and original
AANAPIS| Theater PerFormance with assistance from the DST Team. In SPring 2025 through Dr. Tang’s
ASAMST 370, Asian American Media Literacy course, | created a short film-like video of Finding what
home means to me despite. .. In addition to my DST contributions, | had a research oPPortunitg under Dr.
Son Ca Lamto create a Filipino Community Resource Guide for Massachusetts bg conducting interviews

with folks who are interconnected with many FiliPino organizations in the Northeast.



During APri| 2025, 1 had the Privilegc to attend
national conferences of Asian Pacific Americans in
Higher Education (APAHE) in Oakland and the
Association for Asian American Studies (AAAS) in
Boston. These oPPortunities oPenccl my eyes
even more to see what it trulg means to be Part of
an AANAPIS| institution and to see how more
efforts will continue to be made over the decades,
thanks in Part to AANAPISI program grants,
AARQO, and the ASAMST Program. My
involvement was also enabled through continued
support from Hoy!Pinoy! A club that is more than
just aclub, to me itis a second Family. Without this
community that made me feel suPPortccl within my
own iclcntitg, I would not be able to find where 1 am

now todag as a student leader.

Overall, I now recognize that lcaclcrship and
activism have many different forms. Whether that
be in the front lines Picketing, organizinga general

board meeting, Finding space to celebrate thejogs
out of struggle, educating and taking Pride in
oneself/ community, or evenjust existing as an act of resistance. Through these spaces and programs, |
was able to discover and Practice my own way of showcasing and suPPorting what I value, how 1 lead, and

who I can rePresent.

In the future, | hoPe to translate the AANAPIS] oPPortunities and exPeriences that I received from UMass
Boston into the way | give back to my communitg even outside of Massachusetts; continuing to document
and archive “kwentuhan” ’cl'lrougl-n my Photography and Potentia”g videograplﬂg; creating a nonProFit to
support Southeast Asians Americans in the tecl’mologtj space; achievinga Masters in Asian American
Studies. DesPite cha”enges cluring my transfer process to UMass Boston, | am honored to say that 'm
gra&ua’cingwi’clﬂ my Bachelor’s degree in Information Technolong and Program~o1c~5tuc19 in Asian
American Studies. To AARO, ASAMST, and Hoy!Pinoy!, I cannot thank you enougl’] for helping me find
this open door to home and for hclping me grow this branch of my life.

Lilg Tran

lama sccond~generation Vietnamese American, gracluatingwith a major in E)iologg anda Program—omc~
s’cudy in Asian American Studies. I was born in Boston, and grewup in Ranclolph cluring my chilclhoocl,
then cvcntua”y moved to Braintree to finish my education. I don’t have angthing noteworthg or much to

remember growing up; I truclgecl through life and flowed with the current like the ocean waves. Origina”y, I



|\

-

was going to pursue art and graphic design asa clegrce; however, | ended up burning out cluring the
Pandcmic and quit artforafew years. | felt1had no idcntitg: not Asian cnougn, not Vietnamese cnougn,
not American cnougn I was but to be a Projection of the Pechct claugntcr of a Vietnamese household. As
the “face” of my Familg, I was told to choose a career that would be ﬁnancia”g stable in the long term, and
in some ways clun'ng the process, I buried what | truly wanted to do. Eventua”y, I was introduced to the
Asian American Studies Program and their courses cluring my third year at UMass Boston. It has been a

longjourneg since then, rebui]ding the gragmentecl parts of my identitg and reviving Forgottcn dreams.

| first took AsAmSt2231. (Asians in the U.S.) cluring Fall
2023 to fulfill genera] education requircments. Dr. Peter
Kiang's quiet and introsPectivc teacnings of the nistorg of
Asian Americans in the U.S. and learning about the cgcle
of exclusion, left me to reflect what 1 did not see cluring the
Pandemic, inc]uding how it ties to more relevant Political
issues to this clag. This cgclc still exists and is Promcound in
Pngsical spaces as well as sometimes in online spaces. For
the final assignment, | Procluced a Project on clisplacement,
a constant theme that | see now, and everywnere in the
stories that we share and the histories, resurfaced. It was
the first creative Project Pve done after two years at UMB.
It was a historical Project for me because it was the
beginning of restoring my lost, creative sParlc. My art work
soon moved in a direction that dives more decplg, with

focus, and with purpose in Asian American Studies.

After AsAmSt2251, | took AsAmSt294 (Resources for Vietnamese American Studies) to break the
negative image | have of the Vietnamese DiasPora in Fields Corner and Provicling closure for my Familg’s
historg. Being a part of Linh’s class also exPoscd me to community developmcnt and mobilization for the
first time. | realized that this is somctning! want to &o, even thougn | may fumble over my words and make
mistakes. All the nis’corg, the stories of resistance, the voices lost to time, the strugg]c for rignts.‘.i‘c still
Persists to&ay, and I want to contribute and strengtnen these voices. The spaces that I did not know exist,

are spaces I do not want to take for granted. One clay, it may be gone tomorrow.

These two courses were stePPingstones in unrave]inga canvas of stories, of intergenerationa] voices,
spaces, rignts, connecting back to my roots. | desired to learn more, talcing as many courses as | can, but
also understanding my caPacitg. anougnout these courses, | also conducted an independent study to
caPture and internalize the themes and concePts. I did not think 1 would be able to do the things that | am
able to do now. Ina way, Pve unraveled Fragments of mysehc and am slow]y Put’cing them togetner. AsAmSt

allowed me to reclaim mgseH: as an artist. | want to suPPor‘t and sPreacl that kind of creativitg to others.



As | continue myjourncg bcyond UMass Boston, | feel a sense of satisfaction that | accomplishccl
somcthing myselF for the first time. 1 felt my work was mcaningFul and, in some ways, could insPire others. |
do not know where I'll be after gracluation, but what I know is that | have real interests that | want to
pursue now. I want those interests to be an integra[ part of Asian American Studies and more broac”y, be
a Part of the Asian American diaspora in the Boston area. The story of how the Program came to be at
UMass Boston taugnt me that it is not onlgjust activism and voices, but also how to heal from trauma,
rcviving buried Pasts within our own familics, and canying their stories and ]cgacg while (re) ~bui|ding our
lives. In what spaces can we advocate and build for, but also how do we continue to advocate for our
rights? I'want to integrate this wherever I will be. Pcrnaps ] mignt be an artist, showing Pcople how I view my
world and what my message is. Magbe itis Fignting for stronger securitg in the healthcare space; there are
many vulnerable Popu[ations who are a]wags at risk of being at the mercy of identity theft and fraud. Or, 1
may be mentoring one clay, in whatever industry sector | will be in. I want to continue to empower and
insPirc others with the work that 1 do.

Thomas Duong Quan Tran

T IIIIII———————, 1 gm ma}joringin Psgcnologg with a Program~oF~study in
Asian American Studies. | am a 2.8 generation Chinese
Vietnamese American from a rcFugce xcamilg. | cnjog bcing
very active — | have Practicccl Kung Fu and Lion Dance
for twenty-one years. | also crjog rock climbing, Playing
vo”eyba”, orjogging around the neighborhood. Dcspitc
this, I am actua”g quitc the nome-bocly and I love curling

up in my bed, listening to music for hours on end.

Prior to attending UMass Boston, | had a baclcground in
community work tnrougl'] various organizations such as
Asian Community Dcvelopment CorPoration (ACDQO),
Greater Malden Asian American Community Coalition
(GMAACQO), and Coalition for Anti-Racism and E:quitg
(CARE). In my involvcment, I learned about Asian

American nistorg, uncovered Picces of my iclcntity, and

recognizecl the imPortancc of BIPOC so]iclaritg, but |
wanted more. I chose to pursue a Program~o1c~study in the Asian American Studies Program to cleepen my
understanding of our rich, decp, and diverse exPcrience in America. Classes such as AsAmSt 2281 “Asian
Women inthe (.S, AsAmSt 2250 “Southeast Asians in the U.S.,” and AsAmSt 270 “Cambodian American
Culture and Community” nignlignted individuals, signhcicant movements, and historic events that have given
me incredible insignt about my culture, my nistorg, and my idcntitg that ultimatelg influenced and cnanged
my world outview. There is a lack of rePrcscntation within the genera! school curriculum and Facultg for
BIPOC students, and the classes | took in Asian American Studies helped me “reclaim” this time and

knowleclge. I was also able to meet like-minded individuals focused on so!idari’c9 work, and mentors who



guiclcd me with their exPcrience and wisdom. It would not be an understatement to say that becoming
involved with the Asian American Studies Program was the singlc most valuable decision | made at UMass

Boston. | am trulg grat@cul.

In the fall, 1 will be attcncling the Harvard Graduate School of Education, Pursuing school/acyustmcnt
counsc]ing, mcocusing on 5outh mental health for K-12 students. The aforementioned lack of
rcprcscntation has motivated me to pursue a career in school systems and with involvement in lcgislativc
aclvocacy. I recognize there are many systemic issues in our education system that continue to marginalizc
our communities of color, and | hope to Plag an active role in the Fight against oPPression. I want to be the
educator, the activist, and the role model for our children of the future. The Asian American Studies
Program has assisted and further affirmed my Passion for racialjustice and solidaritg: oPPressed by the
same system in both similar and different ways, | came to recognize the importance of “togetherness.”
United we stand, divided we fall.

MgLin Tran Le

laman unclcrgraduatc double ma}jor in Psgchologg and Sociologg with a Program~oF~stchg in Asian
American Studies. | am half Vietnamese and half Cambodian, but 1 iclcnthcy as Vietnamese American as |
was born here in Boston, and my Family were immigrants who had come here from Vietnam sometime after
the Vietnam war had ended.

Growing up in Malden, 1 was surrounded by other Asian
Americans, but no one ever rea”y talked about the issues that
Asian Americans faced in the US. Not even my parents. But when
COVID hit, things changccl forme. It opened my eyes to so many
issues, and I wanted to learn more. From thcrc, I was able to find
the Asian American Studies Program and a whole new world of
know[cclge oPcnecl up. | learned more about my Cambodian side
and more about my Vietnamese side related to the Vietnam war
and the strugglcs that our community is still clea]ingwi‘ch till this
clag. I have loved every moment that this Program proviclec{ for
me. The Pro’ects that we had to do were amazing and lamso
gratcncul that | was Part of them. alwags try to recommend this
Program to Peoplc I meet because | rea”y believe that it is
worthwhile. Everyone should know about AsAmst!!!

I want to work in the Psgch field, but 1am also thinlcing of working in nonProFits or DCF. | hope to bring
what I've learned in AsAmSt and do my best to make a changc with other Asian Americans wherever | end

up- | hope to stay in touch with the Program and dowhat I can to l’IC]P after 1 have a steaclgjob.



A”gson Tse

lam gracluatingwitlﬂ a clegree in Business Management and a concentration in Marlceting‘ I was born and
raised in Boston and wanted to stay here for co”ege to remain close to Fami]y and also because UMB was
the more affordable oPtion. I am the second generation of my Fami!y in the United States and the second
oldest of four children. 1 registered for the AsAmSt 200 - Intro to Asian American Studies course in my

freshman year without thinking too much about it... It turned out to be one of the best decisions I've made

cluring my higlﬁer eclucationaljoumey.

Since | was fortunate enough to find the Program cluring my
freshman year at UMDB, I was able to incorporate AsAmSt
courses in all of my four years here. From the very first class
| toolc, I knew that | wanted to keeP taking more and
eventua”g do the Program~omc~stuclg. The structure of the
intro class told me evergthingl needed to know. I found a
community that | have been longing for my whole life. Notﬁust
ut

PeoPle who could relate to me and the stories that 1 had and

sPechCicallg Asian/Asian American students and Facu]tg,

who were wi”ing to share their own exPeriences. Inevery
class that | have taken with the Program, I've made new and
lasting friends and connections that | wouldn’t have been
able to make on my own. Through the toPics we've
discussed and stories we've shared, 1 have also been able to
grow both Persona”g and Proxcessionallg. The consistent
emphasis of connection and self-reflection that is

demonstrated within every Asian American Studies class is

what Persuaclec{ me to do the Program~o1c~s‘cud9.

For my future Plans, | hoPe to include Asian American Studies work throughout both my Personal and
rofessional life. I have often found the toPics and concepts that we have learned and discussed in class
to reflect and resonate within my Personal life, which Iwasn’t aware of before. I will use my learnings to
deeplg understand that everyone has different Perspectives from my own. | will also continue to maintain
the connections I've made with others from Asian American Studies, as theg have become more than my

classmates, but PeoPle m glad to call my friends.

Maglee You (she/her)

'ma seconcl~generation Cambodian American born and raised in Lowell, MA. I grew up an onlg child
raised by my single mother and my granclma. Having a lot of time to mysehC asakid, 1 grewto be creative.
This led to my Passion in havinga career connected to media. At UMass Boston, I'm majoring in

Communications. | wanted to s‘cag close to home while also stepping out of my comfort zone. | wanted to



cxpcrience an environment | wasn’t familiar with. During my four years at co”egc, Pve been able to cxplore
Boston’s Asian American communities and rca”3 feel connected to working in those spaces. | have been a
peer leader at MAP for Health in Boston for over two years and worked as an Alumni Relations and
Communications intern at Kwong Kow Chinese School in Chinatown. 1 also later learned that these are
important community organizations with histories that have been connected to other AsAmSt students,

faculty, and alumni in the past.

I decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies at
UMass Boston because | felt that | owed it to mgselmc to
understand more historg rcgarding my idcntitg and what is
the Asian American community. | never experiencccl lcarning
about my culture in an educational space and wanted to take
aclvantage of the oPPortunitg. In fall semester of my
sophomore year, | took AsAmSt 270 Cambodian American
Culture and Communitg and AsAmSt 225 — Southeast Asians
in the US back-to-back in the same classroom! 1 felt rea”g
empowered bg those classes. | rea”y connected to what | was
]earning. | trulg looked forward to going to classes and I've
never felt that cxPcriencc before. My involvement with
AsAmSt courses was a stcPPingstone to Finding mgsehc and
who| rea”g am. Courses went begoncl class materials. |
started to feel humanized in these classes due to what 1 was
]earning. I became more intentional with my actions, felt more
present within my education, and overall, | wasjust more
aPPreciative. Ilearned a lot about mgsehc and my peers. | was
heavily imPactcd in building confidence to try working in the

community. | began worldng for an API organization called

MAP for Health which complctely shifted my career focus
during my co”cge years to work more in local communities in the Boston area. I made it a goal to serve
different communities. | don’t think 1 would’ve built that s‘crcngth or felt qualhcicd cnough without the
know!edge I gaine& in AsAmSt. I've never been in a full classroom with majority Asian students who were
learning about their historg and each other. It was begond lectures and aomework; | was encouraged to

connect with PeoP]e inside and outside of the classroom.

 now tru|9 strive to be forever surrounded bg communities where | can make an imPact‘ 've sPent alotof
time with Asian American communities where I'm deeplg rooteci, so | now hoPe to exPIore and gain more
education and exPerience in other communities that are also marginalized or underrcPresented. My Asian
American Studies connections and lessons will always be useful to me in ways that | want to remember and
share with others because | trulg have never felt so drawn to coursework. I learned how to grow as an
individual and to constantlg think about how I can make an imPac’c. Pll a]ways stay involved with Asian

American Studies work wherever | g0 by sharing stories and connec’cing with People‘



AsAmSt Program Sam Pling from 2024-2025

2025 Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished Scholarship -~ Elora Halim Chowdhurg

Professor Elora Halim Chowc”']urg, chair of the Department of Women’s, Gender
& Sexua!ity Studies, is the 2025 recipient of the universitg’s highest faculty honor:
the Chancellor's Award for Distinguishecl Scholarship. Dr. Chowc”'lury is widelg
recognizecl for her critical studies of cle\/e]opment which she grouncls in both
transnational feminist Practice and Banglacleshi lﬁistorg, culture, and societg. As
an AsAmSt-affiliated Facultg for the Past 20 years, Elora occasiona”g teaches
AsAmSt 226 Becoming South Asians and collaborates with us on interdiscip]inary

Projects. [Left: Elora at the Banglacleshi Student Association’s Bangla New Year gathering
at UMB in 2016. Her two monographs and three co-edited b
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Receiving the 2025 Chancellor's Award for Distinguishecl Senrvice is School for the Environment Professor
Zong-Guo Xia. Dr. Xia’s campus leadership roles have included serving as Vice Provost for Research,
Dean of Graduate Studies, Chair of the Facu[tg Council, and much more. Throughout his ]ong, impactFul
career at UMB begirming in 199%-1998 and continuing from 2009 to the present, Zong-Guo chose
wholeheartec”g to be affiliated with AsAmSt, and, for several critical years, he was our rePorting Dean.
He also led the universit3~wide committee which established the School for Global Inclusion and Social
Development (5GISD), the transclisciplinary academic home where AsAmSt has been located since 2014-.
Zong-Guo’s humble Hunan roots, mission-centered dedication, and rigorous vision as both a campus

leader and agirming co”eague have imProveol UMB and insPirecl many. [Above: Zong-Guo at the AsAmSt
Endowed Distinguished ProFessorsl’liP reception in202% and sPeaking at the 2012 AsAmSt gracluation celebration.]



Core Facultg Contributions

Endowed Distinguishec{ Professor for Asian American Studies,
Shirley Tang, and her Story Data Lab Premierecl nine new co-
Procluccd digital stories Focusing on relevant STEM Pathways fora
crowd of 120 at the Museum of Science in June 2024 This was the
third year of Sl'lirlcy’s innovative Partncrship with UMB’s NASA-
funded Minority University Research and Education Prcy’cct. In

March 2025, she also co~Presentec| the NASA Projcct’s storgtc”ing
impacts with Arthur Eisenkraft and Kris Grgmonpre at the National

Science Teachers Association convention in Philaclelphia.

AsAmSt Associate Professor Lakshmi Srinivas’s co-authored book,
l{ a lﬂblin g @ Rambline with Rukka: A Moving Memoir, was Published in June 2024 bg Ru[:)a
with P Publications, and will be a focal Point in Son Ca Lam’s AsAmSt 423 Boston’s
1. W Asian American Communities course cluring Fall 2025.
Ru 1\1\ iR i

Copyrighted Material
i

An excerpt from the Introduction by Lakshmi Srinivas

‘Wandering through memories with my mother has been a

- 1 $ journey full of surprises and we often ended up in all sorts

: " - of unlikely places. [...] Writing this book with my mother has
'R "B AMoving Merioir made me see her in a different light. When my sister and I
R 3 (=3 were children, my mother was the disciplinarian in the family,
appearing rather stern. I never realized how charismatic she
was—drawing people to her—or how gentle. I've also been

struck by her unquestioning acceptance of what life brought
her and her ability to find contentment. [...]

R

Rukmini Srinivas
[.akshmi Srinivas™

AsAmSt Assistant Professor Son Ca Lam’s first full year of
Praxis at UMB offered fresh Perspectives and inspiring
Projects across her research, teaching, service, and
Program~building commitments. In APril 2025 she shared

er expertise with news stations such as about the
h perti ith tati h as WGBH about th
signiFicancc of 50 years of local, multigencrational

Vietnamese communi’cy history since the Fall of Saigon.

AsAmSt Professor and Program Director, Peter Kiang, briemqy showed out
with his three Chancellor’s medals (Scl'lolarshiPJOZ‘l-; Service-2010;
Teaching 2007) while makinga case for AsAmSt Programmatic leadership as
a clistinguished, |ong~term scholarlg Project. His November 2024 talk is

online via UMPB’s Distinguished Faculty Lectures.




Graduatc Studcnt Accomplishmcnts

PhD student in Global Inclusion and Social
Dcvelopmcnt and !ongtime core staff and
Lecturer in AsAmSt, Kim Soun Ty, defended
her dissertation Proposal in December
2024, titled, “Lead Poisoning in the
Cambodian chcugce Communitg in Lynn,
Massachusetts during the 1 980s and 1990s”.

[Pictured left, Kim is introduced 133 dissertation
advisor, Endowed Distinguishecl Professor for

.
Lead Poisoning jn the camﬂ;'uﬂfn{efu
in Lynn, Mass'achuseus during the 19'

B Soun Ty THe, Pho Candidat

Asian American Studies, Shir|eg Tang.]

AsAmSt-affiliated doctoral student in Global Inclusion
and Social Dcvc]opmcntj K]'long Meng Her [Pictured leftin
Spring 2022 AsAmSt 200], has been selected as a Finalist
for the Prcstigious F‘u[brigl'lt Foreign Scholarship
Program to pursue research and documentation within
the historic Hmong cliasporic community in Northern
Thailand. with host support from co”cagucs at Chiang
Mai Universitg, Khong Meng's Projcct, “Clans Among
Mountains: Hmong Integration in Northern Thailand
After1993,” is still contingent on US Funcling, but has

otherwise been aPProved based on merit.

Oscar Chen, master’s dcgrec student in Public Policg and
gracluate assistant in AsAmSt, has been selected as the
2025 Public Policy Intern for the MassHire Metro North
Workforce Board (MNWB). Oscar [Picturecl right at the
2024 Khmer Culture Association New Year] Provicles research
support on a range of Publiopolicg issues and lcgislative
agcndas related to workforce and business clevelopment,
career cduca‘cion, and other l«zg issues relevant to
underserved communities in the metro North regjon. He
reports dircctly to MNWB’s President and CEO, Chris
Albrizio-Lee—our UMB AsAmSt alumnus from 2007.




Storg Data Lab Dcvclopmcnts in Asian American Studies

with a high~capacit3 team and robust support through her Endowed Distinguishccl ProFessorsl']iP,
Shirlcy Tang led several research, teaching, documentation, and Procluction efforts during 2024-25.
Working in the AsAmSt Story Data Lab this year, Slﬁirlcy’s staff included: Ammany Ty, Nia Duong, Arlene
Vu, Kim Soun Ty, Asa Peters, Tommy Lam, and Parmita Gurung, along with unclcrgraduatc students: Vi
Thai, Joelle De La Cruz, Naomi Layon, and Emma Soch.

Tl'lrouglﬁ her Fall 2024 AsAmSt 397 APP]iecl Research course, advanced students
conceptualizecl and coordinated three story salons xcocusing on spechcic AANAPISI

Story Sulon 4

Theater

undergraduate Popu[ations at UMB whose stories and
cxpericnces are critica”g imPortant but Poor19~
documented. Powerful content from each story salon
was then integratecl into dramatic story Pehcormancc
scriPts for staging as AANAPISI Theater. Inthe
tradition of Augusto Boal’s Theatre of the OPPressccl

\ which seeks interventions through audience-actor
mteractlons to address real-life i Issues, the AANAPISI Theater Pemcormance n
December 2024 reached a Packed audience of students, Facu]t and stag, and

modeled an immersive, in~Person method for engagingwith story clata.

In May, the 2025 Digital Stoxyte”ing in Asian American Studies Festival Prcmicred 17 new video co-
Productions bg students from AsAmSt 370 Asian American Media Literacy. An audience of 120 attended,
incluclingAsAmSt 370 alumni: Kwokin Ou (2010), Victor Sok (2012), and Stanleg La (201%) who came to
suPPort this new gcncration of student coProducers-man3 of whom documented deeP COVID-19

Panclcmic imPacts across their diverse identities and mu]ti]ingual real-life-real stories.

Begonc{ course-based co~Pro<:{uc‘cion Shirleg’s multi~year grant~suPPortcc{ Partnership commitments
such as the NASA PATHS PrOJcc‘c is contmumg through 2025. In adc{mon, quahtg attention to an
ambltlous new Story Lab series of Asian American Studies Masterclass Productions is in progress,
begmmngwuth Masterclass #1 bg Professor Paul Watanabe, with assistance from Celine Vogard and
Pratna Kem, gocusing on the imPacts of the World War Il Incarceration on JaPanese Americans.
ComPletion and release are exPec’ced in 2026. SeParatelg, Shirley’s initial stages of Planning to host an
AsAmSt Storg Data Lab Artist/. Scholar-in-Residence in 2026 are also unclerwag.



Piloting Filipina/x/ o American Studies: AsAmSt 250G is in the Heart

with historic shortboarding skill
adcptlg at wor|<, the AsAmSt
Program continued to ride a
mu!ti~3car wave of momentum
with Filipina/o/x students who
demonstrated clear, coherent
interests in support of Filipino
American Studies at UMB. We
Providecl multiple forms of

suPPort, rangjng, from accessing relevant networks such as the Filipino National Historical Societg to
conveninga Fi]ipina/ o/x student-centered story salon via Shirley Tang’s Fall 2024 AsAmSt 397 Data
Story Lab, and—most decisivelg—to adapt AsAmSt 250G to Pilot a dedicated first-ever course in SPrinQ
2025, co~taught l:)y Son Ca Lam and Pratna Kem with unclergrad TA Fasha Banson (Prcsiclcnt of Hog!

Pinog! and co-founder of the Fili[:)ino American Experience P]atForm). Students’ Passionatc Prcﬂccts and

heartfelt reflections were on full display in Mag ZOZﬁ—concePtualized as contributing to a collective

Kapwa Atlas by “mapping the contours of diaspora, communitg, and home across space and time.”

A TOBOSTON

In Februarg 2025, local Khmer American author~eclucator, Chanda ouk Wolxc, Prescnted her new

children’s book, A Dozen Delicious Donuts, for a sPecial combined session with Kim Soun Ty's AsAmSt
223 Asians in the US classjoining Susan Tan’s AsAmSt/ENGL 350L Asian American Literarg Voices.



APPrcciating Boston’s Vietnamese Diasporic Communitg at Fi{:ty
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Boston’s contributions to global rccognition of 50 years of Vietnamese cliasporic communitg Iegacg since
the Fall of Saigon were epic throughout 2024-2025. While distinctive mu]ti—year community processes of
Preserving rexcugee stories and achieving a Pub]ic memorial for Boston’s Little Saigon Cultural District
continue to be co-led resPectively }39 Linh~Phuo'ng Vi (AsAmSt Lecturer and PhD stuclent), and Ngoc-
Tran Vi Former AsAmSt instructor), the community’s 50th commemorative event on APril 26 inspired and
re~grounded 700+ attendees from all generations througl'] ricHg bi[ingual, immersive exhibits and
Pencormances that centered relcugec memory, presence, voice, and homeplace~mal<ing. Linh’s multiple
skills and sensibilities in community engagement, event Planning, and exhibition clesign were in full effect,
as were the expertise of AsAmSt Prof. Son Ca Lam and the energjes of dozens of AsAmSt students and
alumni, especiallg from AsAmSt 390 whose SPring semester~long community intcrnships suPcrvisccl bg

Linh at Boston Little Saigon focused intensivelg on exhibition Planning and Production.

Rcchcting on the community commemoration, Kim-Dung Nguyen, a second-wave refugce and
origina] alumna who took AsAmSt 2% Asian Minorities in America in
1987, noted Feeling “very sentimental and emotional and also very
strong and settlcd,” and that she wants to write more stories herself.
Mcanwl'li[c, next to UMB on APril 30, Mr. Thiém L& aPProachecJ the
Dorchester Vietnam Veterans Memorial in uniform, still with militarg
Posturc at age 70. Having taken AsAmSt 225 Southeast Asians in the
US with Prof. Peter Kiangin 1999 as an HO rcrugec, Mr. L& warmlg

exclaimed, “Oh, my teacher!” upon seeing Peter amongthe crowd.

Moved bg stories of escape, loss, and remembrance, and
Published in time for the 5Otl'1 commemoration, Sea of
Firethesis an original, Fu”y~bi|ingual, illustrated children’s
book, co-authored by Long Hugnh, Vg Pham, and Kc”g
Tran, based on their Spring 2023 course Prcjcct in
AsAmSt 294 Resources for Vietnamese American Studies
led by Linh~Phuong Vi with © 2025 bg AsAmSt.




Lynnasa 5choo|P|acc for Khmer Familg/Communitg-Ccntcrcd Genocide Education

During the second year of our carcxcuny—cramctcd, ]oncherm Partncrship
with Lynn Public Schools through the MA Genocide Education program,
Kim Soun Ty led a series of content-rich Prochsional clcve]opmcnt
training workshops for LPS teachers and facilitated activities that
clircct|9 connected LPS-AsAmSt students and alumni. Focusing on
Cambodian gcnocidc historg and spechcic lcgacies for Khmer

Fami]g/ communitg contexts in Lgrm, Kim worked closc!9 with Kristen
Tabacco, the LPS His‘corg Curriculum Coordinator, throughout 2024-25.

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL CONCEPTS WATHIN THE PLAY

CAMBODIAN
AMERICAN

December 2024 Cambodian shadow PuPPc‘c Perﬁormances by students in Kim Soun Ty’'s AsAmSt 270

Cambodian American Culture and Communitg course with Lgnn educators and LPS alumni attending.

‘AsAmSt 270 Cambodian American

January 2025: Professional dcvelopmcnt at Lgrm Tech engaging 60+ LPS middle/ high school social

studies teachers with our Cambodian American Studies curriculum clesign, Pcclagogg, and student voices.

May 2025: Four teachers and 1 9 students
from Lynn Classical High School visited
UMB for an immersive curriculum activity
on documentingthc Cambodian genocide.
Current Khmer American AsAmSt
students from Lynn also related peer

exPericnces about 1Cami|3~ and communi‘c3~

centered Pec{agogies and First~gcncration

higher educational Pathwags.



Acivancing Chen I‘amily chacics

Through the Chen Famiiy’s insPiring and cleeply reaicicirming investment, the intentions of the Stanicy and
Josepiiinc Chen Communitg Scholars (5JCCs) program re~emergecl Fu”g duringlOZ‘i——Zﬁ. A total of 17
AsAmSt students, inciuding SiX immigrants and eleven US-born with immigrant/ reicugee Parents from
Cambodian, Ci‘iinese, Fiiipino, GLU'arati, Ki’imer, and Taijiki cultural backgrounds, received cliscretionarg
SJCCS scholarship support ti‘irougii AsAmSt. Neariy all are First~generation in co”ege with financial need.
As awardees, individual students assume varied ieadersiiip and service commitments: some intern in
communitg settings; others serve as ’ceaci'iing/ research assistants
suPervisecl bg AsAmSt Facultg; still others take part in campus
acivocacy or documentation Projects such as assessing, needs and
mobilizing resources relevant to Chinese immigrant students or Asian
American LGBTQ+ students. After an initial orientation, one
awardee noted, I wasjust rcchcting on iearning more about the
S5JCSS program, and I found it to be an emotional and iicartwarming
exPeriencc, esPcciaiig seeing all those Pi\otos and videos. Getting to
know the historg and [cgacg of Stan[cg and Joscpiiinc and havirig
the oPPortunitg tobea part of it after undcrstancling its origjns and

mission, makes it even more meaningiu].”

Just as imPortantlg, Nia Dufong~iierselF a reciPicnt of sCccs support in 2016-17 as an unciergraduate~
was hired in late October 2024 as the AsAmSt Program’s Student/. Communitg Engagement Coordinator.
In this role, Nia serves as a l<69 Point of contact for current and future SUCCS scho]arsiiip reciPients as

well as for SCCS alumni and community Partners from the Pas’c 15 years.

AANAPIS| Federal Funciing and Campus Continuitg Concerns

B | (Y

Amidst unPrccecicntccl uncertainties for federal education icuricling in 2025, staff and students within the
Asian American Resource Office (AARO) hosted a dynamic AANAPISI Showcase in April to sPotiigiﬁt
many of the vital campus programs, services, and Projects suPPortcci bg UMDB’s AANAPIS] grants from

the US DePartmcnt of Education that may be at risk in the coming year and begonci.



Archival Development —~ New Donor Collections and Alumni Reconnections
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In December 2024, Panit Satgasai~Crimmin [above left]—a long~retirec| UMB reference librarian and one
of the AsAmSt Program’s carliest instructors—donated her Personal collection of teaching materials to
be cligitizecl for our archives. An immigrant from Thailand who was among, the initial volunteers for the
Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence in the ear|9 1990s, Panit eager|9 and eﬁcectivelg taught Asian
Women in the US (AsAmSt 228L) between 1993 to 1996. Origina”g co-created by Vivian Wu-Wong in 1989,
AsAmSt 2281 has provided an accessible and emPowering entrg—Point for thousands of students since
the 1990s, and is still active]y taugl'lt today. Panit’s meticulou519~l<ept course materials include handwritten
lecture outlines, sg”abi and reaclings, exemPlar9 student papers, inspiring notes of student gratitude,
clear evidence of Writing Promciciencg Requirement struggles, and listings of communitg—based presenters.
Her collection Provicles invaluable insights from a foundational Periocl in the cleve]opment of AsAmSt at
UMB. Oscar Chen Painstalcing]y comP]eted the archival digitization process in APril 2025. The origina]

materials have been returned to Panit with our sincere aPPreciation.

The value of Panit’s archival donation goes begond
historical Preservation and context-rich curriculum
ana]gsis. Alumnae who remain in touch are among,
the students whose papers and notes are in Panit’s
folders. For examPIe, after cliscoveringa SPring 1996
paper bg Yuko (Matsubara) Yakushﬁin (now RN,
PhD), we forwarded it to Yuko who is DePar’cment
Chair of Nursing, Pediatric Nursing at Ehime
University’s Graduate School of Medicine in Ehime,
Japan. Dr. Yuko immediatelg rePlieol, “I'm graterul to

my teacher for careFu”g Preserving my rePort from
30 years ago. When I read it again... | realized that
the Asian Women’s Studies class had a very strong, influence on my thinking andvalues.” Yuko also
included a photo with her own students from Ehime University’s recent commencement. Though not yet
coded with metadata tags, many such moments of caring (re) collection/connection that link teachers and
students in AsAmSt are evidenced in Panit’s new donation of mid-1990s AsAmSt 228 teaching archives.



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with appreciation:
e our continued pl’igsical presence for»2+ years within the Phillis Wheatleg Peters building;

e cach of our core AsAmSt tacultg, statt, and students as well as our committed clonors, alumni,
communitg partners, and field trip or classroom presenters, plus all who Participated inour

hosted reception at the April 2025 national Association for Asian American Studies conference.

e AsAmSt alumnus Kinh Ha, who transitioned from serving as F‘amilg Engagement Coordinator at
Au Co Preschool to a full-time protessional staff role as an Advisor in UMB’s Academic & Career
Engagement and Success Center; and AsAmSt alumnus Husnain Shah who was selected as the
2025-26 Simmons Universitg Librarg Research Fellow in conjunction with his admission to the

school’s MS program in Librarg and Information Science.

o (UUMDB gracluate clegree accomplishments in May 2025 }39 AsAmSt alumni: Juan Carlo Gaspar
whose capstone prcﬂect, “Bridging Generations: Transclisciplinary Perspectives on 1.5 Generation
F‘ilipinos/l’_'iiipino Americans” earned the Award for Excellence in Global Inclusion and Social
Development; Jae]y Pereria and Antnong Nguyen whose Master of Public Administration
capstone projects are respective]9 titled: « Looking Back to Look Forward: A Stucl9 of the
Vietnamese Retugee Experience in Massachusetts Over 50 Years: 1975 to 20257 and “The
Current State of Vietnamese Americans in Massachusetts: A Stuclg of Current Engagement and
Integration of Vietnamese Americans in American Society;” and bﬂ former AsAmSt staff, Ngugén
Minh Ngtﬁa, who defended her Appliecl Linguistics PhD dissertation, “Storyte”ing Literacy

Development from a Sociocultural Theorg Perspective: Stories from the Vietnamese Diaspora”.

. alwags reliable staff assistance by Sarah Paterson, Iris Martinez, Berenise Reyes Albino, Steve
Ward, vy Bui, Frances Chow, Paloma Britt, Gary Chan, Trieu Ly, Vivian Tran, Quan Nguyen, Joe
Ly, Mo”g Pedriali, Alison Duttg, Dee McNamee, Ryan McDonald, Jessica Holden, and others.

e UMB alumnus and former AsAmSt Lecturer, Giles Li, who was promoted from Senior Program
Officer to Director of the Barr Foundation’s Arts + Creativitg Program in May 2025.

e the sustained Ieaolership for our us Dept of Education AANAPISI grant activities, 59 co-Pls
Peter Kiang, Paul Watanabe, and Snirley Tang; AARO staff led ]:)3 Sara Hoang, with Karen Chi,
Solcpagna Chuon, and Helen Ngo; and our sister AANAPIS] co”eagues at Bunker Hill Communitg
Co”ege, led bg Profs. Maria Puente and Aurora Bautista with President Pam Eddinger.

AsAmSt Program

Please visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program here.

For community news and fresh AsAmSt content creation, see: 1G and FB.

View AsAmSt graduation booklets from 2008 to current year here.

Donate to the Asian American Studies Program Capacity Fund here.

UMass Boston



